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SPED Finance Budget Approval 
Timeline

DEADLINE DATE REQUIRED FORMS DOCUMENTATION

JUNE 1, 2016
APPLICATION PARTS I & II UPLOADED AND

SUBMITTED IN INDISTAR/ACSIP

¶ VIB Budget Narrative
¶ VIB Request for bus/construction forms

¶ Application signature sheets
¶ PSPS form (if applicable)
¶ CEIS form (if applicable)
¶ MOE Intent

¶ Review/Approval form from SPED Finance 
uploaded into Indistar/ACSIP

OCT 1, 2016
FIRSTAMENDMENT

¶ Request and Report forms
¶ AFR MOE data in MYSPED

¶ COGNOS budget and AFR reports

SPRING AMENDMENT, 2017
JUNE 1 VIB APPLICATION DEADLINEFOR2017-18

¶ Amend APSCN for final allocation amounts
¶ Application:Upload and Complete 

applicationin Indistar/ACSIP

¶ COGNOS budget report
¶ Application: Review &Approval in 

Indistar/ACSIP

END OF YEAR 2017 ¶ Amend APSCN for closing of year
¶ Request and Report forms

¶ COGNOS budget/AFR reports
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SPED Finance 
Monitoring

2016-17



Monitoring Cycle

ÅA four year monitoring cycle 
that aligns with the special 
education program 
monitoring cycle will be 
implemented. 

ÅThe Fiscal Monitoring Protocol 
is available on the web 
https:// arksped.k12.ar.us/FundingAndFinance/default.html

https://arksped.k12.ar.us/FundingAndFinance/default.html


Procedures Manual
https:// arksped.k12.ar.us/FundingAndFinance/default.html

https://arksped.k12.ar.us/FundingAndFinance/default.html


IDEA Part B Fiscal Accountability Procedures 
Manual

ÅThe ADE IDEA Part B Fiscal 
Accountability Procedures 
Manual contains valuable 
information and is 
recommended for both 
veteran and new staff.

ÅMost questions SPED Finance 
receives can be answered by 
reading the manual. 



June 1 Application 
Approval

2016-17 application



Approved June Application

ÅIf the district received an 
approval on the June 1 
Application, funds are ready 
to be dispersed for 2016 -17.

ÅApproved June 1 
applications are uploaded 
into Indistar /ACSIP by SPED 
Finance. 

ÅFor districts who have not yet 
been approved or for newly 
established districts, the 
October 1 amendment 
process may not be able to 
proceed as portrayed in this 
presentation until an 
application is completed and 
approved. 



October 1 deadline
2016 cycle 9 AFR end of year
2017 cycle 1 budgets



Amendment to the June 
Application budget

ÅThe October 1, 2016 budget deadline is considered an 
amendment to the June Application budget

ÅSPED Finance pulls the cycle 1 2016/17 COGNOS Budget Reports 
and the cycle 9,  2015/16 AFR Reports for State/Local , Title VIB 
(both section 611 School Age and section 619 Federal 
Preschool ), State Preschool and Medicaid.



Reports needed  to prepare for 
Oct. 1 amendment

2015-16 COGNOS AFR Report (YTD) 

Ç State/Local

Ç VIB

Ç PSPS 

Ç CEIS (if applicable)

Ç Medicaid

Ç Federal Preschool (if applicable)

Ç State Preschool (if applicable )

Ç EC Local 2230 (Co -ops only)

Ç Preschool Medicaid (Co -ops only)

Ç Report of Equipment/bus/construction 
Purchased forms

2016-17 COGNOS Budget Report (YTD)

Ç State/Local

Ç VIB

Ç PSPS 

Ç CEIS (if applicable)

Ç Medicaid

Ç Federal Preschool (if applicable)

Ç State Preschool (if applicable)

Ç EC Local 2230 (Co -ops only)

Ç Preschool Medicaid (Co -ops only )

Ç Request to Purchase 
Equipment/bus/construction forms



October 1 deadline

Å15/16 Carryover balances, 
15/16 Additional Reserve 
amounts and 16/17 Preliminary 
Current Year Allocation amounts 
are announced by 
Commissionerõs Memo.  

ÅAll of the amounts above should 
be accumulated into the 
expenditure budget total for VIB 
School Age and Federal 
Preschool budgets and entered 
into APSCN/e -Finance before 
October 1, 2016

ÅAfter October 1 submissions are 
pulled from the system, SPED 
Finance will read budgets for:

ð Correct total funds available 
amount

ð Appropriate function and object 
codes

ð If monies are budgeted in a 
reasonable manner

ð MOE for year 2015 -16 and current 
year 2016 -17. 

ð Request/Report forms



Federal and State Preschool 

ÅFederal (6710) and State (2260) Preschool allocations for 2016 -17 
are also announced by Commissionerõs Memo. 

Å2015-16 Carryover amounts, 2015 -16 Additional Reserve amounts 
and 2016 -17 preliminary allocation amounts should be 
accumulated for Total Funds Available.  

ÅExpenditure budgets for both Federal and State Preschool 
should be entered into APSCN/e -Finance before October 1. 

ÅFor Educational Cooperatives , SPED Finance also pulls AFR and 
Budget Reports for Early Childhood Local  (2030), Medicaid for 
Preschool (6749). 



MAINTENANCE OF 
EFFORT

July 15, 2015 Non -Regulatory 
Guidance



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

Eligibility Standard (Budget)

Å The eligibility standard in 300.203(a) 
requires that, in order to find an LEA 
eligible for an IDEA Part B subgrant
for the upcoming fiscal year, the 
State must determine that the LEA 
has budgeted for the education of 
children with disabilities at least the 
same amount of local or State and 
local funds, as it actually spent for 
the education of children with 
disabilities during the most recent 
fiscal year for which information is 
available. 

Compliance Standard (AFR)

Å The compliance standard in 
300.203(b) prohibits an LEA from 
reducing the level of expenditures for 
the education of children with 
disabilities made by the LEA from 
local, or State and local, funds below 
the level of those expenditures from 
the same source for the preceding 
fiscal year. In other words, an LEA 
must maintain (or increase) the 
amount of local, or State and local, 
funds it spends for the education of 
children with disabilities when 
compared to the preceding fiscal 
year.



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

There are four methods an LEA 
may use to meet the eligibility and 
compliance standards. 

ÅLocal funds only

ÅCombination of State and local 
funds

ÅLocal funds only on a per capita 
basis

ÅCombination of State and local 
funds on a per capita basis

ÅThis information is entered by 
districts when completing the 
2015-16 AFR MOE data in 
MySPED. 

ÅDistricts should complete the 
AFR MOE database in MySPED
before October 1 for the AFR 
2015-16 year.

ÅOctober 15 th , a separate 2016 -
17 AFR MOE worksheet will be 
opened in MySPEDfor districts to 
utilize for exceptions to the 
Maintenance of Effort for the 
current year. 



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

Exceptions and Adjustment

Under 304.204 there are five instances where an LEA may reduce the level of 
expenditures:

Å A voluntary departure , by retirement or otherwise, or departure for just cause, of 
special education or related services personnel (a transfer to other positions, is not
allowable)

Å A decrease in the enrollment of children with disabilities  

Å The termination of the obligation of the agency, consistent with IDEA Part B, to provide 
a program of special education to a particular child with a disability that is an 
exceptionally costly program, as determined by the State, because the child ñ

ð Has left the jurisdiction of the agency

ð Has reached the age at which the obligation of the agency to provide FAPE to 
the child has terminated

ð No longer needs the program of special education



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

Exceptions and Adjustment

ÅThe termination of costly expenditures for long -term purchases , 
such as the acquisition of equipment or the construction of 
school facilities

ÅThe assumption of cost by the high cost fund operated by the 
SEA under 300.704(c).



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

Exceptions and Adjustment

If an LEA properly takes the exceptions or adjustment to reduce 
the level of local, or State and local, expenditures otherwise 
required in a fiscal year, the LEA would be required in subsequent 
fiscal years to maintain effort at the reduced level ñ except to the 
extent that the LEA increases the actual level of expenditures 
above the required level of expenditures for that fiscal year (page 
20). 



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

Consequences of LEA MOE Failure

If an LEA fails to meet the MOE compliance standard, the SEA is 
liable in a recovery action under section 452 of GEPA (20 U.S.C. 
1234a) to return to the Department, using non -federal funds, an 
amount equal to the amount by which the LEA failed to maintain 
its level of expenditures in that fiscal year or the amount of the 
LEAõs IDEA Part B subgrant in that fiscal year, which ever is lower 
(page 21). 



Effective July 1, 2015
Non -Regulatory Guidance

The July 1, 2015 Non -Regulatory 
Guidance is available at the 
following link. 

https:// www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea
/memosdcltrs/osepmemo1510leamoeqa.pdf

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/osepmemo1510leamoeqa.pdf


Maintenance of 
Effort

October 1



October  Review of MOE
ÅThe October 1 pull of cycle 9 

AFR reports from 2016 are used 
to confirm that districts met their 
2015-16 Maintenance of Effort. 
The cycle 1 budget report pull is 
used to check the current 2016 -
17 budget for MOE 
requirements. 

ÅFor information on Maintenance 
of Effort please refer to the IDEA 
Part B Fiscal Accountability 
Procedures Manual posted on 
the web 
https:// arksped.k12.ar.us/Fundin
gAndFinance/default.html

https://arksped.k12.ar.us/FundingAndFinance/default.html


State/Local Funds for MOE
Å COGNOS State/Local budget/AFR  reports are 

an accumulation of district and state funds 
using Special Education program codes to 
meet the Maintenance of Effort requirements. 

Å The COGNOS State/Local NEW!Budget or AFR 
Report pulls these together for the purpose of 
Maintenance of Effort, Local plus State Test. 

Å If using State and Local funds to meet 
Maintenance of Effort, the expenditure Budget 
and AFR amount must be equal to or greater 
than the previous yearõs amount, (unless 
allowable exceptions are entered in the 
appropriate AFR MOE database in MySPED).

Å Reminder:  Medicaid State Match (function 
2990) is budgeted in State/Local in object code 
65900 for Medicaid expenditures for Special 
Education (program code 200). If Medicaid 
funds are used for non - Special Education, the 
State Match should be pro -rated. Non -Special 
Education items should not be coded with 
program code 200. 



State/Local COGNOS Report

ÅFunds included in a COGNOS 
report are listed at the 
bottom of each COGNOS 
AFR and Budget Report. 

ÅNotice that State/Local 
reports include: 2240 (LEA 
Supervisor), 2244 (ESY), 2265 
(Catastrophic) and others if a 
program code of 200 -249 
and/or 251 -260 was used. 



2015-16 AFR Maintenance of Effort 
Data

ÅThe AFR database in MYSPED 
has a new look.

ÅThere is no longer an AFR 
checklist nor a Budget 
checklist. However, the new 
database form looks similar. 



2015-16  MOE Data

ÅNotice there are options for 
2015-16 and for 2016 -17.



2015-16 MOE Data

ÅThe AFR Data form/database  
houses the district contact 
information and the 4 Tests for 
MOE. 



2015-16 MOE Data

ÅIt contains the database for 
allowable exceptions for 
Maintenance of Effort. 

ÅComment boxes under each 
exception are required if 
information is entered in the 
exception. Exceptions must 
be explained in detail. 



2015-16 MOE Data

ÅThe data form continues to 
ask for an explanation of 
expenditures in selected 
codes.

ÅAs a reminder, the form asks if 
Excess Cost has been 
completed.

ÅClicking YES on the last 
question will lock the form.



MOE Database Chart

ÅClicking on the Compliance 
Chart will open a history of 
MOE 4 Test information. 


